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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 
15, 2010 has been entered. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jeffrey H. Canfield (Reg. No. 38,404) on August 23, 2010. 



4. 



Amend the claims as follows: 



Application/Control Number: 10/670,642 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2194 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of updating a host application running on a host 
system in a process plant, wherein the host system is connected to a plurality of 
process control devices used in the process plant, the method comprising: 

receiving a first command at the host system from the host application requesting 
to communicate with a particular one of the plurality of process control devices: 

sending a fifst second command from the host system to a the particular one of 
the plurality of process control devices to request a device description identification 
identifying a device description assoc i atod w i th for the particular one of the plurality of 
process control devices, wherein the device description identification includes at le ast 
one of a device identifier, a manufacturer ID, or a device revision for identifying the 
device description assoc i at e d w i th for the particular one of the plurality of process 
control devices, and wherein the device description comprises data and operating 
procedures for the particular one of the plurality of process control devices, including &t 
l east one of variables, methods, commands, menus or display formats associated with 
one or more features of the particular one of the plurality of process control devices; 

receiving the device description identification at the host system from the 
particular one of the plurality of process control device devices; 

searching on the host system for the device description identified bv the received 
device description identification: 

downloading a the device description assoc i ated w i th identified by the received 
device description identification into the host system if the host system does not have 
the device description aGGOc i ato d-wlth identified bv the received device description 
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identification, wherein downloading the device description includes: us i ng th e d e v i c e 
descr i pt i on i dent i f i cat i on 

connecting the host system to a communication network; 

recuesting the device description identified bv the received device 
description identification from a device description database connected to the 
communication network: and 

receiving the device description from the device description database : and 
updating the host application to include the data and operating procedures for the 
particular one of the plurality of process control devices, described in the device 
description identified bv the received device description identification . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein downloading the device description 
includes downloading the device description from one of a CD-ROM, a diskette, and an 
online database. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein updating the host application includes 
copying the device description into the host application. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the host system is a system in 
a the process plant and the part i cu l ar one of the p l ura li ty of dov i coo i s one of a p l ura li ty 
of procoGG contro l dov i coG used i n tho proccoG p l ant . 
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5. (Cancelled). 
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6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 c l a i m 6 , wherein the device description 
database is one of a Fieldbus database, a Profibus database and a HART 
communication foundation database. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 eta4ffl-6. wherein downloading the device 
description includes storing an Internet address of the device description database and 
using one of an Internet communication protocol and a wireless communication protocol 
to connect to the device description database. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method of providing a software update for a host application 
running on a host system, the method comprising: 

storing a fifst-device description identification identifying a device description on a 
process control device, the device description identification including at le ast on e of a 
device identifier, a manufacturer ID, or a device revision, for identifying the device 
description, and the device description defining data and operating procedures for the 
process control device including at l oost ono of variables, methods, commands, or 
menus of display formats associated with one or more features of the process control 
device; 
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receiving a first command at the host system from the host application requesting 
to communicate with the process control device: 

sending a second command to the process control device to request the 
device description identification, wherein the device description is used to communicate 
with the process control device; 

receiving the device description identification at the host system from the process 
control device; 

determining if the host system includes the device description us i ng tho dov i co 
d e scr i pt i on i d e nt i f i cat i on by searching on the host system for the device description 
identified by the received device description identification : 

automatically downloading the device description identified by the received 
device description identification onto the host system if the host system does not have 
the device description , wherein automatically downloading the device description 
includes: 

determining if the host system is connected to the internet: 
initiating an Internet session if the host system is connected to the 
Internet: and 

sending a request to a device description database connected to the 
Internet for downloading the device description identified by the received device 
description identification onto the host system : and 
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updating the host application with the data and operating procedures for the 
process control device described in the device description identified by the received 
device description identification . 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, further including storing the device 
description identification on the host system. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, further including storing the device 
description identification , d e t e rmining i f th e host system is conn e ct e d to th e i nt e rn e t, 
in i t i at i ng an I ntornot oooo i on i f tho hoot oyotom i o connoctod to tho I ntornot, and send i ng 
a requ e st to a d e v i c e d e scr i pt i on databas e conn e ct e d to th e I nt e rn e t for down l oad i ng 
tho dov i co doscr i pt i on onto tho host system . 

12. (Original) The method of claim 9, further including storing on the host system a list 
relating an identification of a device manufacturer to an Internet address of a device 
description database provided by the device manufacturer. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the host application is one of (I) an asset 
management system application, (2) a plant simulation application, (3) a plant 
maintenance application, (4) a plant monitoring application, and (5) a process control 
application. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A computer system for updating a process control host 
application with a device description of a process control device, the device description 
comprising data and operating procedures for the process control device including at 
l east one of variables, methods, commands, menus or display formats associated with 
one or more features of the process control device, the computer system being 
connected to a device description database via a communication network, the computer 
system comprising: 

a processing unit; 

a computer readable memory; and 

a software routine stored on the computer readable memory and executable on 
the processing unit to: 

receive a request to communicate with the process control device from the host 

application: 

request a device description identification identifying a device description for the 
process control device from the process control device; 

receive the device description identification related to the process control device 

from the process control device, the device description identification including at l east 
one of a device identifier, a manufacturer ID, or a device revision, for identifying the 
device description; 

searching on the computer svstem for the device description identified bv the 
received device description identification: 
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download the device description identified by the received device description 
identification of the process control device from the device description database if the 
computer system does not have the device description us i ng th e d e v i c e d e scr i pt i on 
i dont i ficat i on ; and 

update the host application with the data and operating procedures for the 
process control device described in the device description identified bv the received 
device description identification . 

15. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 14, wherein the software 
routine is further executable on the processing unit to download the device description 
using one of an Internet protocol and a wireless communication protocol. 

16. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 14, wherein the software 
routine is further executable on the processing unit to identify a device description 
language source of the host application, interpret the device description into the device 
description language source and insert the device description into the host application. 

17. (Original) The computer system of claim 14, wherein the host application is one of 
(I) an asset management system application, (2) a plant simulation application, (3) a 
plant maintenance application, (4) a plant monitoring application, and (5) a process 
control application. 
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18. (Previously Presented) Tlie computer system of claim 14, wherein the software 
routine is further adapted to update a remote host application located on a remote 
computer communicatively connected to the computer system. 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer system for use in a process plant having a 
plurality of process control devices and one or more process applications requiring 
communication with the plurality of process control devices, the computer system 
comprising: 

a non-transitory computer readable medium on which computer instructions are 
stored, when executed by a computer processor the computer instructions providing: 

a communication module op e rab le to r e qu e st receiving a request to 
communicate with one of the plurality of process control devices from one of the one or 
more process applications, and requesting a device description identification identifying 
a device description aoooc i atod w i th for the one of the plurality of process control 
devices from the one of the plurality of process control devices, wherein the device 
description comprises data and operating procedures for the one of the plurality of 
process control devices including at l e ast on e of variables, methods, commands, menus 
or display formats associated with one or more features of the one of the plurality of 
process control devices; 

a storage device oporob l c to roco i vo receiving the device description 
identification from the one of the plurality of process control device devices and stor e 
storing the device description identification, wherein the device description identification 
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includes at le ast on e of a device identifier, a manufacturer ID, or a device revision, for 
identifying the device description; 

a search module op e rab le to s e arch searching on the computer system for the 
device description identified bv the received device description identification, and 
searching for a device description database storing the device description identified by 
the received device description identification; 

a downloading module op e rab le to down l oad downloading a the device 
description identified bv the received device description identification from the device 
description database if the computer system does not have the device description, 
wherein downloading the device description includes: 

connecting the computer system to a communication network: 
recuesting the device description identified bv the received device 

description identification from the device description database connected to the 

communication network: and 

receiving the device description from the device description database : and 

an updating module oporab l o to update updating the one of the one or more 
process applications with the data and operating procedures for the one of the plurality 
of process control devices described in the device description identified bv the received 
device description identification . 



20. (Original) The computer system of claim 19, wherein the downloading module 
communicates with the device description database using the Internet protocol. 
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5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

CONCLUSION 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

7. U.S. Patent 5,923,557 to Eidson, U.S. Patent 2003/0061 267 A1 , and "Field 
Device Integration" by Neumann et al. disclose installing device specific information into 
a host system. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KimbleAnn Verdi whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1654. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am-5:00pm EST. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung Sough can be reached on (571) 272-6799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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1 0. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Hyung S. SOUGH/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2194 

08/30/10 

August 23, 2010 

KV 



